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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in 
knowing about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at 
www.fcos.org 

 

From the President’s Potting Bench: 

Hi Everyone,  

It’s hard to believe that November is here and 2022 is rapidly coming to an end. I’ve been busy 
with my little grow areas.  I am enjoying a few new orchid blooms, especially those with fall 
colors. I have been waiting patiently for a miniature Phragmipedium orchid to open its bud, 
which is just did today. Look for the picture below of Phrag. Panther Run. Some of my 
Phalaenopsis bellina hybrids are still in flower, and they are even forming new flower buds. I’ve 

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D60e79733f8956b6359b18c5a%26ss_email_id%3D6106ef53222d69460e6f475b%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BAugust%2B2021%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2021-08-01T19%253A00%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=RjZMavXa4KN0zrOQDxpm2AdcMYA%3D
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been trying to create a little warmer environment at one end of my greenhouse for them by 
keeping them on heat mats. Under lights and with a little warmth, Phalaenopsis bellinia can 
continue to bloom into the winter. 

Last weekend, the FCOS participated in the San Luis Botanical Gardens (SLOBG) Annual Plant 
Sale. The response to our booth was just phenomenal, and we had a lot of fun getting 
together.  We sold about 300 plants overall.  Our orchids were donated by Alison Glasco and 
Bas Van Ejik of CalCoast Orchids, and I’d like to thank them for their continual support of our 
society.  Many of our FCOS members donated their time and talents in providing education and 
assisting in selling our plants.  Without this core group of volunteers FCOS just couldn’t function 
and definitely wouldn’t be the same! Thank you to: Ed Lysek, Chris Erhler, Karen Kolba, Denise 
and Hoss Florez, John and Linda De Souza, Kristie Wells, Phyllis Rosenberg and my wife, 
Rebecca Parham. 

Upcoming Event: We have decided to join the SLOBG again next weekend for their Art in the 
Garden Sale. https://www.my805tix.com/e/art-in-the-garden  The Art in the Garden sale will be 
held at the SLOBG on November 5th and 6th, 10 am to 5 pm on Saturday and 10 am to 4 pm on 
Sunday.  We are going to need volunteers again for this event.  The SLO Botanical Garden is 
located at 3450 Dairy Creek Road, San Luis Obispo.  Call, text or email Jeff if you would like to 
volunteer and join the fun next weekend: Jeff Parham, jsp1440@aol.com, 360-271-3971. We 
would definitely appreciate your contribution of time and energy.   

Upcoming Event: We are currently planning for more festivities at a Holiday Orchid Social and 
Fun-Raiser.  Please join us on December 9, 2022 at 5:30 pm at the Women’s Club, 211 Vernon 
St, Arroyo Grande! We will hold an election for next year’s officers, have games, raffles, and an 
auction.  It will be a potluck dinner, so please contact Eric Holenda and let him know what you 
would like to bring.  See you there!  

Volunteer Opportunities: FCOS will hold the election of next year’s officers at the December 
meeting noted above.  If you are interested in working with others and volunteering to help run 
FCOS, we would certainly welcome you. Currently the President, Secretary, Treasurer and a 
Board of Director Member offices are up for election. We are also looking for help with 
producing our newsletter, and a PR (public relations) person. Please email Karen Kolba or Jeff 
Parham if you have questions or would like to volunteer.  

Join and Support FCOS:  I encourage your support of the FCOS by paying your annual dues for 
2023. We are also grateful for any donation you can contribute. These funds help us grow our 
programs and bring you engaging and knowledgeable speakers. FCOS is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit 
Organization, and all donations are tax deductible.   https://fcos.betterworld.org/donate 

Check FCOS’s Member Benefits page on our website for information on becoming a member of 
FCOS:  https://www.fcos.org/memberbenefits 

Happy Blooming! 

Jeff 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63616cd99710147c459fdeda&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.my805tix.com%2Fe%2Fart-in-the-garden&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=xXTA_uYo-w3_Ki4M6Twbuw2_Z0g%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3450+Dairy+Creek+Road,+San+Luis+Obispo?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:jsp1440@aol.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/211+Vernon+St,+Arroyo+Grande?entry=gmail&source=g
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https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63616cd99710147c459fdeda&u=https%3A%2F%2Fa1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com%2Fr%3Fm%3D63364802909e4f7b827e2fb7%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Ffcos.betterworld.org%252Fdonate%26w%3D5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a%26e%3D2022-10-01T01%253A36%253A14.662500Z%26l%3Den-US%26s%3DTDHtUMFKHKnf5mpLIC4QsrJFSXI%253D&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=Z-a2p52bKPeSuFi3jRISdwakY5s%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63616cd99710147c459fdeda&u=https%3A%2F%2Fa1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com%2Fr%3Fm%3D63364802909e4f7b827e2fb7%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.fcos.org%252Fmemberbenefits%253Fss_source%253Dsscampaigns%2526ss_campaign_id%253D62819e432fac192a6b73dfb6%2526ss_email_id%253D63364802909e4f7b827e2fb7%2526ss_campaign_name%253D%25255BTest%252BEmail%25255D%252BFCOS%252BOctober%252B2022%252BNewsletter%2526ss_campaign_sent_date%253D2022-09-30T01%25253A36%25253A02Z%26w%3D5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a%26e%3D2022-10-01T01%253A36%253A14.662500Z%26l%3Den-US%26s%3DpuTg5acTgCZicyYEmglkYNTEiSA%253D&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=MaKX_kcrJFTRIzLWdVmYvtWD2rA%3D
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WILD & WONDROUS PELORICS ~ CAN COME FROM MANY GENERA & ARE ALWAYS AN ESCAPE 
FROM THE ORDINARY!  They can manifest as wild splash petals, orchids with three lips or those 
bearing Lycaste-type form and as such, are distinctive and highly collectible, adding a unique 
addition to any collection.  Many can be the happy outcome from a clonal shift in a mericlone 
population while others have been created from select breeding lines to achieve just these 
results.  No matter what their origin, they add amazing eye-catching pizzazz, creating great 
conversation pieces.  
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Five Cities Orchid Society Presents: 

Alex Mintzer - A Springtime Epiphany: Biodiverse Glories of Southwestern Australia 

Alex (Prof. Emeritus of Biology, Cypress College) will discuss concepts of evolutionary biology 
and ecology in his talk about the landscapes, wildlife, wildflowers and orchids of Southwest 
Australia. Alex is a dynamic speaker and orchid enthusiast and this promises to be an exciting 
and informative presentation.  

Alex completed undergraduate work at U.C. Irvine in 1975, where one of his advisors was Prof. 
Harold Koopowitz. Alex received his Ph.D. at the University of Michigan in 1982. His graduate 
and postgraduate research focused on behavior and ecology of leafcutter and acacia ants. After 
living and working in four other states (Michigan, Texas, Arizona, and Maryland), Alex returned 
to California to teach biology full time at Bakersfield College, LA Southwest College, and Cypress 
College. He has taught lower-division classes in general, environmental, 
organismal/evolutionary, and human biology. Alex is also a long-term volunteer-activist with 
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the Sierra Club. He only grows a few easy orchids on his sun porch in Los Osos, but still blooms 
one of his original plants-- a reed-stem Epidendrum acquired in 1970. 

Thursday November 10th, 2022 7:00 - 8:30 PM PST 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09 

 
Meeting ID: 823 5543 5739 

Passcode: 204435 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcNqzKNn34 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63616cd99710147c459fdeda&u=https%3A%2F%2Fa1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com%2Fr%3Fm%3D61b0c181b2df5f6ad4d0b31d%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fus02web.zoom.us%252Fj%252F82355435739%253Fpwd%253DbThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09%26w%3D5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a%26l%3Den-US%26s%3DQFj3mVTyxm_0nhRqRnNS3Rwj6BM%253D&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=Rj2j_Fym7a_Pc7PLpQ53v0rzyE0%3D
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355435739?pwd=bThHazRPekw5cjhnYmNzMlpkTW96dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcNqzKNn34
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FCOS had the privilege of having Ron Kaufmann speak to the group via Zoom about “Life on 

the Rocks: The World of Rupicolous Orchids” (about orchids that grow lithophytically, 

focusing on Brazil). Ron is the chair of the San Diego County Orchid Society Conservation 

Committee and a founding director of the Orchid Conservation Alliance. He stated that rocky 

terrains host a surprising number of orchid species, and the conditions in those settings are very 

different from those that we normally consider when deciding how best to grow plants in our 

own collections. Ron showed photos that he has taken on various growing areas in and around 

the Rio de Janeiro region of Brazil. The areas where the orchids are growing are generally 

granite island-type rocks with the orchid roots growing in the cracks. Many of them are growing 

in direct sun with little to no shade from other plants. Some have V-shaped, upright pointed 

leaves which helps direct any moisture down to the growths and roots and also limits the 

amount of sun that strikes the leaves. The older growths on many of these species have died 

back with only the newer growths having green growths and leaves. Many of these orchids had 

very short growths and leaves but some, such as Cattleya elongata, have tall growths (up to 2 

feet) and long inflorescences (2-3 feet). Ron showed photos of species from a wide variety of 

genera that are able to grow in the various habitats that he was able to visit.  

I f  y o u  m i s s e d  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h e  v i d e o  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g  f o r  

2  m o n t h s  o n l y .   



November 2022 FCOS Newsletter 
 

Y o u  c a n  c o p y  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e l o w :  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/tD0LCpCk6iJeK9rPalLumws_vCHPvk4WqpjrloMMvuF89CjkeF9pbu5bXtdvXiHG.83

EvhQ3tzVrUKcKf 

Passcode: #Q.DNe&7 

  

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63616cd99710147c459fdeda&u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FtD0LCpCk6iJeK9rPalLumws_vCHPvk4WqpjrloMMvuF89CjkeF9pbu5bXtdvXiHG.83EvhQ3tzVrUKcKf&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=fnFD3NqNm9s5j-y06tZO7CkCMGE%3D
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63616cd99710147c459fdeda&u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FtD0LCpCk6iJeK9rPalLumws_vCHPvk4WqpjrloMMvuF89CjkeF9pbu5bXtdvXiHG.83EvhQ3tzVrUKcKf&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=fnFD3NqNm9s5j-y06tZO7CkCMGE%3D
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What’s Blooming Now - a few photos from our members and friends 
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FCOS Garage Sale 

Send an email to Jeff Parham, Chris Ehrler or Ed Lysek and include an image of your item, a 

description, price, and your contact info. We'll include your info in our next monthly newsletter 

if there is space. FCOS assumes no responsibility for payment, taxes, etc. We ask the items be 

orchid or plant related. FCOS is not taking a commission or participating in any other way. 

Orchid Virus tests from Agi labs. $8 each, contact Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Cymbidiums for sale in San Luis Obispo. 5 gallon pots of cymbidiums, many in spike or flower, 

assorted colors. $20 to $30 each. Contact Jerry Camel at 805-543-933 

Five Cities Orchid Society 2022 Board of Directors 

Jeff Parham, President   

Eric Holenda, Vice President   

Denise Florez, Treasurer & Secretary 

Kristie Wells, Asst. Secretary 

Karen Kolba, Anne Bachmann, and Ed Lysek, Directors at Large 

Eric Holenda, Show Chairman 

Chris Ehrler, Past President  

Orchids are really great! 

Five Cities Orchid Society, P.O. Box 1066, Grover Beach, CA 93483-1066, USA  

Powered by Squarespace  

Unsubscribe  

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
mailto:jsp1440@aol.com
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.squarespace.com%3Fchannel%3Dproduct_refer%26subchannel%3Dcustomer%26source%3Demail_campaigns_button%26campaign%3D5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_refer%26utm_source%3Demail_campaigns_button%26ss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D60e79733f8956b6359b18c5a%26ss_email_id%3D6106ef53222d69460e6f475b%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BAugust%2B2021%2BNewsletter%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2021-08-01T19%253A00%253A37Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=03x0I45HdaJERvTfR8rn1v1hIjo%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcampaign-preferences.com%2Funsubscribe%2FG7lxLyb1KndZEfx9gL534aLPXfvn6DSfbY7P1nyW3YLfNcoINEAb82pxAxlo8_lO7aK0DTTc6t6FW9PW2oQOXalLoQYcjY2TXzNR0ZHDuUrzjPIbLOHP_deUXVlorJdlqQZ9jzcg1236qNfNg65aTR06N6t6o2Kat32SZt245096tN8ZXu2vhAaDLKKHAqqfqd4jtT5XHYucUxATbReixnS02sY8mnNItsnTvQiufD4Qq3EvKpAWq_C3Lw1-d96zcAGmg7u2G_ZSqojmQ9oUiX6yIcxK3u9ThmgGJeIzwHKo&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=HyK2CA53jfsxy1QQX0tr-OT1gEE%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6106ef53222d69460e6f475b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcampaign-preferences.com%2Funsubscribe%2FG7lxLyb1KndZEfx9gL534aLPXfvn6DSfbY7P1nyW3YLfNcoINEAb82pxAxlo8_lO7aK0DTTc6t6FW9PW2oQOXalLoQYcjY2TXzNR0ZHDuUrzjPIbLOHP_deUXVlorJdlqQZ9jzcg1236qNfNg65aTR06N6t6o2Kat32SZt245096tN8ZXu2vhAaDLKKHAqqfqd4jtT5XHYucUxATbReixnS02sY8mnNItsnTvQiufD4Qq3EvKpAWq_C3Lw1-d96zcAGmg7u2G_ZSqojmQ9oUiX6yIcxK3u9ThmgGJeIzwHKo&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=HyK2CA53jfsxy1QQX0tr-OT1gEE%3D

