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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in knowing 

about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at www.fcos.org.  

Our Speaker for March 12th isJan Plested, an 

FCOS member and well regarded grower of orchids 

on both sides of the Atlantic.  

Jan will present photos and growing suggestions for the large and diverse members of the 
genus Dendrobium. Our meeting will start at 7:30. Details can be found on the "Events" page 
at www.fcos.org. Join us for dinner with Bob at the Quarter Deck restaurant, 1500 W. Branch 
St., Arroyo Grande at 5:30 on March 12th. Confirm with Ed Lysek.  

 

https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=5e38b4269446864f70031f7a&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D5dc34a013f13591f9aacf110%26ss_email_id%3D5e38b4269446864f70031f7a%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BFebruary%2BNewsletter%2B-%2BCaptivating%2BCymbidiums%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2020-02-04T00%253A00%253A50Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=8MpLkj-x4nQSzdt-Ixkg_YMyP24%3D
https://engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=5e38b4269446864f70031f7a&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fcos.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D5dc34a013f13591f9aacf110%26ss_email_id%3D5e38b4269446864f70031f7a%26ss_campaign_name%3DFCOS%2BFebruary%2BNewsletter%2B-%2BCaptivating%2BCymbidiums%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2020-02-04T00%253A00%253A50Z&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=8MpLkj-x4nQSzdt-Ixkg_YMyP24%3D
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Inbox&msgNum=000082G0:001UEBGq00003ROd&count=1580786573&randid=1364671563&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1364671563
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Jan will share her growing secrets for Dendrobium orchids - a diverse genus with many species 
suitable for growing outdoors in our central California climate.  

 

 

Chris Ehrler's award winning Dendrobium speciosum at least 
year's Santa Barbara International Orchid Show.  
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Our February speaker, Bob Asbell did an amazing job teaching us how to grow cymbidium 
orchids. 

 

Bob Asbell who owns Asbell Orchids was the guest speaker at FCOS's February meeting. He 
started by speekign about the history of orchids in California with an emphasis on Cymbidiums 
which he has been hybridizing for many years. Cymbidiums used to be grown as cut flowers 
with the flowers being mainly used to make corsages. White was the only color that florists 
wanted. But Bob and many other grows prefer to grow Cymbidiums with a variety of colors, 
although after 40 years of hybridizing he said there are few very good yellow Cymbidiums. 
Hybridizers are working to get wider sepals and petals. Diploid Cymbidiums have 40 
chromosomes while tetraploids have 80 and triploids have a chromosome count of 60. Bob 
mentioned there are six elements that distinguish orchids from other plants. Orchids have three 
sepals, two petals and one lip. Along the central coast of California Cymbidiums will grow very 
well outside. At Bob's nursery and lab, once the seeds have germinated and become large 
enough, they replate a total of 40 small orchids into each sterile flask. Once they are large 
enough they are then transplanted into rows in small bark. At that point they are placed in a 
warm room until they become established. When they get larger they are then placed into 
individual pots. They water their Cymbidiums two times/week with overhead watering. They 
water long enough for water to come out the bottom of the pot. In reference to temperature 
they have seen that Cymbidium flowers will freeze when exposed to 23-27 °F while the back 
bulbs can make it to about 15 °F. He said there is much debate about fertilizer type and 
application rate. They use a mixture of 20-20-20 with trace elements. They apply fertilizer year 
round but alter the concentration during the year. From Jan-June they use very low 
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concentrations. They have found that higher concentrations during this period will cause the 
Cymbidium to grow more and bloom less. Bob also stated that it takes about 7-8 years from 
seed production to first blooming in Cymbidiums. 

 

 

"Uncle Ed's Catt" oil on canvas by our own FCOS member Mary Carole Larson. On exhibit (not 
for sale) at the show "Orchids: Nature's Masterpiece" at Studios on the Park, 1130 Pine Street, 
Paso Robles, CA from March 5-28. More details below.  
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My Tillandsia - fat and happy, dilute fertilizer every week, regular water and bright filtered 
sunlight. Happy but dull green all year long.  

 

 

 

And if you have a few air plants that just don't seem to develop much color, below is some 
advice. 
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WOW! Brian Kollenborn of Air Plant Alchemy, Carpinertia's Tillandsia bulbosa. 
 

Brian's secret to highly pigmented Tillandsias: Do not fertilize for 3 months or more, increase 
light levels and reduce watering. This stresses the plant and produces intense coloration.  
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Orchids are really great! 

 

 


