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Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who might be interested in 
knowing about Five Cities Orchid Society and encourage them to subscribe at 
www.fcos.org 

 

From the President’s Potting Bench 

Happy New Year 2023! I hope everyone is well and that you all have enjoyed the Holiday season, 
observing traditions, being surrounded by the people that you love and of course lots of blooming 
orchids. 
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Many of my orchids have been blooming this month, including mini Cattleyas, Laelias, Barkerias, 
and an amazing Phragmipedium hybrid, P. Hanna Popow. Many of my other orchids are developing 
spikes with promises of blooms soon to open, which is very exciting! 
During December’s FCOS’s Holiday and Orchid Social meeting and auction, we held elections.  On 
behalf of the Board of Directors and Members of FCOS, I’d like to acknowledge and express 
gratitude to outgoing, continuing, changing and incoming members of the FCOS Board.   
 
Much thanks to Denise Florez, for serving as Secretary/Treasurer of the FCOS for the last two years. 
She is currently ending her service with the Board as she moves out of the area.  We all wish her 
well in the future. A warm welcome to Michelle Ralston as incoming Secretary, Karen Kolba as 
incoming Treasurer and Anne Dering as our new Director at Large. As for our ongoing Board of 
Directors Officers/Members, thanks to Eric Holenda for continuing to serve in capacity of Vice 
President, as well as to Board Members Ed Lysek, Kristie Wells, and Anne Bachmann for their 
continuing participation for the coming term. I have been also voted to continue as President, and I 
endeavor to serve you all well in this capacity.   
  
In 2023, we will have monthly Zoom meetings, hold online orchid auctions, and periodically gather 
in person for additional events. We are currently booking speakers and events for 2023, and 
appreciate all those who present, facilitate and participate in these events.   
  
Upcoming Event: We are all looking forward to our January Zoom meeting, featuring an Orchid Talk 
by Mary Gerritsen. She will speak about growing outdoor orchids on the California Coast. This 
meeting will be held on Thursday, January 12, 2023, at 7:00 pm PST on Zoom.  
  
Upcoming Event: FCOS’s first in-person gathering in the new year will be on January 21, 2023. At 
this gathering, we will meet at the Plant Shop at Cal Poly to help re-pot some of their orchids. We 
will send out more information about this gathering later in the month.  
  
Keep up to date on events by checking the FCOS website: https://www.fcos.org/events-and-where 
  
I encourage you to support the FCOS by becoming a member and staying current with your 
dues. https://www.fcos.org/memberbenefits  
 
We know you have many opportunities for giving throughout the year. We are hopeful that the Five 
Cities Orchid Society will be on your list. Membership dues do not cover all of our costs! We rely on 
donations, auctions, and orchid sales as funding for our monthly Orchid Talks, periodic gatherings, 
and toward the future goals of FCOS. You can make donations online at: 
https://fcos.betterworld.org/donate , or you can send a check to FCOS, PO Box 1066, Grover Beach, 
CA 93433. If you have recently donated, a BIG Thank You! Your donation makes a difference! 
I hope to see you all at the January meeting. Happy Blooming!  
 Jeffery Parham 
President, Five Cities Orchid Society 

https://www.fcos.org/events-and-where
https://www.fcos.org/memberbenefits
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63b1ae253bdd5810c1b1a5d3&u=https%3A%2F%2Ffcos.betterworld.org%2Fdonate&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=xYRuW__VEx1iLx0f2e0uPQBq57c%3D
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The Five Cities Orchid Society (FCOS) Orchid Talks 2023 invites you to an 
evening with:  

 
Mary Gerritsen: Growing Orchids Outdoors in California.  

 
January 12, 2023 

7 pm- 8:30 pm 

Mary Gerritsen’s talk on Growing Orchids Outdoors in California will help you make (some 
of) your orchids weatherproof, i.e able to thrive outside the comfort of your home. The talk will 
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include information about creating suitable growing areas, micro-climates and how to cope 
with heat and cold. She will also delve into a survey of popular orchids that are grown outside 
year-round in coastal California. 

Mary has been a fan of orchids since her post-doctoral days in the late 1970s in San Diego. She 
is an independent biotechnology consultant and in her spare time she travels as much as she 
can to see orchids in their native habitat. In the past 12 years, Gerritsen has traveled to more 
than 15 countries to track and/or photograph orchids. She has also written articles for orchid 
magazines, including Orchids, Orchid Digest, and the Orchid Review, and has written (with co-
author and photographer Ron Parsons) a number of orchid books, including Masdevallias, 
Gems of the Orchid World, A Compendium of Miniature Orchid Species (1st and 
2nd editions), The American Orchid Society Guide to Orchids and their Culture and A Bay Area to 
Orchids and their Culture. Mary serves on the board of the Orchid Digest and is the incoming 
president of the Orchid Conservation Alliance, and is a past president of the San Francisco and 
Peninsula Orchid Societies. Mary lives in San Mateo, CA, and has a large collection of orchids 
that grow in 6 outdoor shade structures, two greenhouses, her front porch and an indoor sun 
room. 

 
Sign up for our monthly newsletter at www.FCOS.org/subscribe to receive the zoom link in a 
reminder email. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83211075243?pwd=c3d4eE5UV1BSZkRyYmY4NExPbWN0Zz09 

 

Meeting ID: 832 1107 5243 

Passcode: 411934 

 

http://www.fcos.org/subscribe
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=63b1ae253bdd5810c1b1a5d3&u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83211075243%3Fpwd%3Dc3d4eE5UV1BSZkRyYmY4NExPbWN0Zz09&w=5d5995eb100bdf0001a87d2a&l=en-US&s=pMneQ5ndciWXeRn5mctoiOD_CsY%3D
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83211075243?pwd=c3d4eE5UV1BSZkRyYmY4NExPbWN0Zz09
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What’s Blooming Now - a few photos from our members and 

friends 
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FCOS Garage Sale 

Send an email to Jeff Parham, Chris Ehrler or Ed Lysek and include an image of your item, a 

description, price, and your contact info. We'll include your info in our next monthly newsletter 

if there is space. FCOS assumes no responsibility for payment, taxes, etc. We ask the items be 

orchid or plant related. FCOS is not taking a commission or participating in any other way. 

Orchid Virus tests from Agi labs. $8 each, contact Jeff at jsp1440@aol.com 

Cymbidiums for sale in San Luis Obispo. 5-gallon pots of cymbidiums, many in spike or flower, 

assorted colors. $20 to $30 each. Contact Jerry Camel at 805-543-933 

Five Cities Orchid Society 2022 Board of Directors 

Jeff Parham, President   

Eric Holenda, Vice President   

https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
https://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/21?folder=Orchids&msgNum=00004m00:001X1ixQ000010c2&count=1629242974&randid=1378532016&attachId=0&isUnDisplayableMail=yes&blockImages=0&randid=1378532016
mailto:jsp1440@aol.com
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Denise Florez, Treasurer & Secretary 

Kristie Wells, Asst. Secretary 

Karen Kolba, Anne Bachmann, and Ed Lysek, Directors at Large 

Eric Holenda, Show Chairman 

Chris Ehrler, Past President  

Orchids are really great! 

Five Cities Orchid Society, P.O. Box 1066, Grover Beach, CA 93483-1066, USA  
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