
 

May, 2017   

President’s Message 

Hope you and your orchids are doing well. With all the rain we have had, the warmer temperatures and the 

longer day lengths, your orchids should now have begun this year's growth. If you have not started to fertilizer 

your orchids, it is probably time to begin for most genera. Remember that many orchid experts suggest 

fertilizing "weekly and weakly". If you follow this advice, for most genera you will add fertilizer once per week 

but only add a portion of what the manufacturer suggests. You can experiment with your orchids to figure out 

what works best for you based on your growing conditions and growing areas.  

But where should you go for advice. One suggestion is to ask grower at a FCOS meeting. Another is to read 

info available on the internet. But, remember that not everything you read on the web is accurate or will work 

for your growing conditions. There are still people suggesting to water your orchids by just placing a few ice 

cubes on top of the pot. Do not follow that advice. You also should consider subscribing to the American 

Orchid Society (AOS) or Orchid Digest. Both publications offer a large amount of knowledge from orchid 

growers. Members of AOS also have access to digitized versions of all past issues of their Orchid magazine 

back to 1948. AOS also presents monthly webinars with some of them available to anyone that is interested in 

listening, while others are only available to members. I have listened to a number of the webinars and the 

information and photos are great. Past webinars are available for viewing on the AOS website.  

See you at the May 11 meeting.                         Chris 

 

Speaker for May 11, 2017 

We have an outstanding speaker scheduled for May 11.  Dan Newman is his name and 
dendrobiums will be his game. 

Dan Newman started growing orchids in 1982. His first successful subject was a Dendrobium hybrid bought as a tiny 

seedling at a lei stand in the Honolulu Airport. When that plant finally grew up and bloomed a few years later, he was 

hooked! By 1996 he had 350 orchids in a one-bedroom apartment. (Sound familiar to any of us?) That year he moved his 

plants into a rented commercial greenhouse in San Francisco. He took over the large species collection of his friend and 

orchid mentor, Walter Teague, and his hobby evolved into his nursery, Hanging Gardens. Dan started growing orchids 

full-time in 2000, and moved to a larger greenhouse in Pacifica a few years later. Most of his plants are cool to 

intermediate growers (really warm growers are challenging in Pacifica, but it's hard to resist trying a few).  Species 

orchids make up his core collection and most of his sale stock.  He also grows a variety of "companion plants", which 



share the natural habitats of orchids.   Dan joined the San Francisco Orchid Society in 1987 and served as its president in 

1996/97.  In recent years, he has spoken on a variety of topics to orchid societies in California and elsewhere. 

TOPIC:  Dendrobiums: Jewels of the East 

Dendrobium is one of the largest and most complex orchid genera of Asia, 

Australia, and the Pacific, encompassing a great number of horticultural gems 

among its 1000-plus species.  People often ask how to grow Dendrobiums.  For such 

a diverse group of plants, occurring in habitats ranging from the monsoonal 

foothills of the high Himalayas to the perpetually cool alpine grasslands and 

steamy lowland swamps of equatorial New Guinea, from the tropical forests of 

remote Pacific islands to the temperate, seasonal regions of southern Australia, 

there is no simple answer.  The talk will focus on several popular sections of 

the genus, starting in the Himalayas and Southeast Asia and working southward to 

New Guinea and the Pacific, with photos of representative species and discussion 

of their culture in the context of the habitats where they originate.  The goal 

of the presentation is to share his interest in these fascinating orchids 

and provide useful information about their cultivation. 

 

April, 2017 FCOS Meeting Speaker Notes----Thanks Dan Asbell 

Dan Asbell from Asbell Orchids in Arroyo Grande spoke to the FCOS group about the wide variety of orchids 

that we can grow outside through most of the year due to our great climate. He used a large map to show 

where many of the different species grow in nature. He explained that many orchids that grow natively at 

higher elevations can be easily grown in our area. The orchids he spoke about covered two full tables. Genera 

he spoke about included Masdevallia, Oncidium, reed stem epidendriums, Ansellia (with only one species, A. 

africana), Lycaste, Cymbidiums (which is a genera that he and his father Bob specialize in hybridizing), 

Coelogyne, Phaius, Zygopetalums, Sacrochilus, Dendrobiums and Vanda.    
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Upcoming Events 

May 6 – 7: Carmel Valley Garden Show, Hidden Valley Music Seminars 104 West Carmel Valley Rd. 
May 13: Santa Cruz Orchid Society presents its first Spring Orchid Seminar, 10 am – 3 pm, Live Oak 
Grange, 1900 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz. Four talks by judges from the Pacific Central Judging Region, 
plants for sale, and demonstrations.  
June 10: Orchid Digest Speakers' Day "Orchids from Around the World", 12am–8pm, Huntington Library, 
Art Collection and Botanical Gardens, San Marino. 

July 14-16:  SBOE and Cal-Orchid Summer Open House.  Just a heads up.  More information next month. 

 

**** TOTALLY FREE TIPS **** 

1. May is the time to begin feeding at summertime levels. We like to increase food during the orchid's most 

active growth.  Ask one of our club gurus for advice. 

2. Many orchids benefit greatly from spending summers outside. Many popular genera such as 

Cattleya, Cymbidium, Dendrobium and Oncidium really grow better and bloom more reliably when treated 

to the summer outdoors. One point to consider, if an orchid is classified as "high light" it does NOT mean 

the kind of full sun that tomato plants require. "High light" is a relative term and refers to the light 

requirements of the Orchid Family. Dappled shade is a good bet for many "high light" genera.  

 

How Do Orchids Differ From Other Houseplants? 
If you are new to the world of orchids, don't be afraid of them. Many orchids can be easy to grow if you take 

some time to learn what they need. They are not like traditional potted plants. They are epiphyte which 

means that they do not grow in dirt but rather by hanging on to the bark of trees. There are some orchids, 

most notably lady slippers, that are semi-terrestrial and grow in the loamy soil of the jungle floor.  

Orchid care is not difficult; it is just different. Orchids have a reputation for being difficult to grow when in 

fact many varieties make excellent house plants. With proper care an orchid can be in bloom for months 

each year and can live indefinitely. In this respect orchids are an excellent value as far as blooming plants 

go. A well cared for and varied orchid collection can provide continuous bloom every day of the year. Good 

orchid care requires just some basic knowledge about orchids and how they grow.  

 

 

 

 

DONôT FORGET 

 

Orchids make great Mother¬s Day gifts !!!! 
 

 

 

 



 


